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10th Grade Career Character Speeches

By Sherry Housley

This past Friday, November
17th, the 2006 sophomore
class of Merced
Scholars Charter
School presented
their Career Char-
acter Speeches.

Nineteen students
participated, and almost all
chose different careers. One
student s aspiration was to be
a pastor, one a dancer, an-
other a psychologist, and still
others wanted to be computer
programmers, welders, and
firefighters.

Each student dressed in char-
acter and had props, videos, or
displays to help in their pres-
entations. One student who

wanted to become a veterinar-
ian brought several pets. An-
other student created a
touching video of fire-
fighters being heroes.

All of the students re-
searched their career
choices and knew ex-
actly what they needed to do to
attain their career
goals, and all of their
presentations were
very informative and
engaging.

7
Although some stu- i;i '
dents were nervous to &

be speaking in front N
of so many people, all

showed great poise
and confidence.

B

As the vice principal of Merced
Scholars Charter School, I was
very proud of the work the
students put into their pro-
jects, as well as how thor-
oughly each teacher prepared
their students.

The Career Character
Speeches are a great opportu-
nity for sophomores at
MSCS to practice their
oral speaking skills as
well as their writing
skills. They also offer a
great opportunity for
students to learn about
something that truly
interests them: their
future.

Our Fieldtrip to Winchester Mystery House and the San Jose Tech Museum

By Michelle Bullock

On Friday, November 34,
the students of MSCS took
quite a bumpy bus ride to
visit two attractions in San
Jose: The Winchester Mys-
tery House and the San Jose
Tech Museum.

Once we got to San Jose, our
first stop was the Winchester
Mystery House. There, we
found doors that opened to
brick walls, stairways that
led you straight to the ceil-
ing, and windows that looked
into various rooms of the
house.

Our amazing tour guide told
us that when Sarah Win-
chester s husband, a gun
mogul, and child died prema-
turely, she believed their

deaths were caused by the
ghosts of all those that had
been killed by the Winchester
rifle.

She was told by a palm reader
that if she continuously built
onto her house she would
please the spirits and not die
prematurely.

Our next stop was the San
Jose Tech Museum, where we
viewed an IMAX film, Mystic
India.

In the film, we followed Neel-
kanth on a spiritual journey
through the beautiful land of
India.

After the movie, we split into
groups and explored the mu-
seum. Students spied on each

other in clubhouses, experi-
enced earthquakes, and arm
wrestled over the computer.
Overall the museum was
quite a thrill.

An added bonus to this trip
was the fact that we walked

for 65 minutes. Thats a days
worth of P.E.!

The turn out for our field trip
was very rewarding for the
teachers, parents, and stu-
dent organization that put it
together. Student Desiree
Oberlander says, The field
trip was extremely fun and
interesting. I learned a lot.

As our first big field trip, this
was most definitely a success.
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Uni and her Ukulele
By Tiffany Montgomery

With sweet tunes like See Your Face Again ,

Home , and the title track of her newly re-
leased album My Favorite Letter is U, you
can t lose!

Heather Marie Ellison, the San Francisco song-
bird known as Uni, and Sally Luka, her pink
ukulele, came together to create Uni and her
Ukulele three years ago, in 2003. Together,
they have played many shows throughout Cali-
fornia, Uni dazzling audiences with her frilly
outfits and breathtaking vocal ability.

In my recent interview with Miss Uni, I
learned how it all happened.

Tiffany: What s the story behind the name
Uni and her Ukulele ?

Uni: I love unicorns and my ukulele, so it just
came to pass.

T: Why a ukulele and not some other instru-
ment?

U: I tried learning the guitar too big. I want

to learn keyboards now. Learning the ukulele
has helped my ear and songwriting. It s been a
great beginning instrument.

T: Are you happy as an independent

artists, our would you prefer to go main-
stream? \

N
U: I want to make a living as a song- ()
writer/performing artist. Being indie is Q
awesome but hard. I could use some

help. I wouldn t mind being on a label

that doesn t want to make me into a joke.

If they understood that I do this for love, and
they wanted to get my music to the world, I
would sing. No one has asked me yet well see.
I1l do it anyway.

T: What are some stresses of choosing music as
a career?

U: Well that s a good question. There are many
stresses. Music is something that everyone

loves, but everyone has their own ideas of. Since
I m writing my own songs, I m showing my in-

Video Game Review: Tom Clancys Ghost Recon Advanced Warfighter

By Drew Roberts

In the year 2013, a new commando
branch is implemented into the U.S.
Army.

These commandos, also known
simply as the Ghosts, are
given the most up-to-date weap-
ons, satellite technology, and
protection gear. Led by Cap-
tain Scott Mitchell, the Ghosts
are a deadly weapon against
any enemies.

The game begins when you, Captain
Scott Mitchell, are ordered to take your
squad to Mexico. Your orders are to

Upcoming Events

November

November 17th 10th Grade Oral His-
tory Speeches

November 20th-24th Thanksgiving
Recess

November 23rd Thanksgiving Day

November 24th In Lieu of Columbus
Day

capture military officers who are en-
gaged in illegal and deadly technology
sales to Columbian rebels.

At the same time, the President of
the United States is attacked by re-
bels from the Mexican army while
signing a legal document with the
Mexican and Canadian presidents.

While the U.S. President is being
transported to the airport, the Ghosts
secure and protect the President of Mex-
ico. Unfortunately, the U.S. President
never makes it to the airport, and is now
a prisoner of the Mexican army...

December-January 2007
December 20th-January 5th Winter
Recess

January 1st New Years Day Holiday

January 15th Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

January 25th Education Career Indus-
try Day at the Fairgrounds

The Flip Side

sides as well as my outsides. I m up for judg-

ment, and that s hard. Not everyone likes what
I do, but I have to remind myself that
I do this cause I love it.

T: Describe two or three positive as-
pects.

U: I get to express myself. I feel free.
It makes life worth living. I get to
inspire people.

T: What kind of advice would you get
someone wanting to pursue music?

U: Do it! There s a place for all of us  do what

you love!

Uni s album My Favorite Letter is U, is
available now at www.cdbaby.com.

To find out more about Uni, visit her
MySpace page, www.myspace.com/
uniandherukulele or her website,
www.unicornbread.com

Review: Big Bubbas Bad BBQ
By Alex Montiel

Complete with tree houses, a shooting
range, jail cells, and a mechanical bull, Big
Bubba s Bad BBQ is a fantastic place to eat!

Big Bubba s has many delicious food op-
tions, from ribs and corn on the cob to garlic
fries and homemade potato chips.

For a complete fun-
filled western dinner
with wonderful food
and a great atmos-
phere, go down to Big
Bubba s BBQ! Who
knows, for $3.00, you
may even end up rid-
ing the bull!
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Grease at Roger Rockas Dinner Theatre

By Lexie Pivirotto Britton

On Friday, November 10th, the MSCS
Student Org. took a trip to see Grease
at Roger Rocka s Dinner Theatre in
Fresno. We saw a wonderful show, en-
joyed a delicious meal, and had a lot of
fun.

We rode up to Fresno in two vans and a
couple of separate cars, with most of us
arriving at the theater right before they
began seating us.

When we got into the theater, we were
pleased to find out that our tables were
right directly in front of the stage, so we
had a great view of the whole show.

My Family Holiday Traditions
By Tiffany Bailey

My family has many holiday traditions.
One of the big ones we celebrate is Thanks-
giving.

For Thanksgiving, we plan a big
get together with all of my family.
We eat tons of different foods:
chicken, turkey, potatoes, stuff-
ing, rolls, salads, and, for after
dinner, different types of delicious
desserts.

After dinner, we have a program
and talk about what we are
thankful for in our lives. Then we enjoy
each other's company and talk or play

Student Story: The Two Trees

By Rachel Timmerman

Two trees used to sit in a yard. One was
young, and was not quite as big as the other,
which had been firmly planted for years and
years.

The young one looked up to the old one as
incredibly strong and wise. It was wide and
tall, with long, wide branches. It was forever
looking down on the younger tree. The
younger tree did not mind this, however, be-
cause it humbled itself, viewing itself as inca-
pable of ever becoming as great as the older
tree.

The younger tree liked to compliment the
older tree daily with remarks such as, How
wide your trunk is! How strong your branches
are! How well your leaves protect you from
the rain! I shall never be quite so strong and
beautiful as you!

Before the show, we were given our
choice of four different main courses. I
chose the wild mushroom lasa-

gna, which was delicious.

After we ate, the show began.
First was the pre-show, put on
by the Jr. Company and a few
older company members to get
us in the mood for the rest of the
show.

Grease itself turned out to be
really great. Though I thought some of
the performers were quite miscast, the
company as a whole were fantastic. The
music, sound, costumes, and lighting

board games for hours. In the following
days, we even have tons of fun skiing and

snowboarding.

The next holiday my family
celebrates is Christmas.
Thirteen days before Christ-
mas, we pick a family in
need and do something spe-
cial for them until Christ-
mas. We put the presents
down on their porch, ring
the doorbell, and run so that

they don t know who s leaving them the spe-
cial presents. It s really great to see how

The older tree took all of this in, quite pleased
with himself, though it never occurred to him
to compliment the younger tree on how well
he was growing, or anything of the sort. No,
he was much too occupied with himself for
such reflection on the younger
tree. He was, in fact, quite
vain and conceited, and gener-
ally became more obsessed
with himself with each day
that went by.

The comments of the younger
tree, though well meant, did
nothing to improve the condition of the older
tree. In fact, he was so proud that he came to
expect the comments, and became very angry
when they were not offered.

Foolish young tree! he would say. I am very
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were all way better then youd expect at
such a small theater.

Though it s a bit pricey, Id rec-
commend an evening at Roger
Rocka s Dinner Theatre to any-
one who s in the mood for a good
meal and a great show.

Currently playing at Roger
Rocka s is Sugar , the musical
version of the 1959 comedy

Some Like it Hot starring
Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis, and Jack
Lemmon. It runs until January 14th,
but tickets sell quickly, so get yours
while you still can!

much it brightens their Christmastime.

Every year, on Christmas Eve, we re al-
lowed to pick one present to open. Then,
my dad draws a dot on the bottom of all of
the cups and fills them with egg nog. Who-
ever has the dot at the bottom of their cup
is the king or queen of the evening, and
gets to pick our activities for that night.

At my church, we help out with the nativ-
ity play, and then the youth go caroling at
all the local retirement homes.

Those are my family s traditions for the
holiday season. Thanks for coming along!

well blessed to be so far above his lowly
state!

This went on for a long while. In time, winter
came, and with it a tremendous hurricane
that would later be called the greatest ever

-, seen in the town.

’ The trees did their best to protect
{{ themselves. Most of them lost all of
! their leaves and several branches.

# When the hurricane was over, the

“ 8 younger tree gave a sigh of relief.

He was about to make a comment to

the older tree when he realized that where
the tree had stood, there was nothing more
than a stump. In fact, the older tree s conceit
and pride had caused it to become rotten to
the core.






